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CHILDREN IN CARE — KUNUNURRA 
27. Hon NICK GOIRAN to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to a media report entitled “Break-in, robbery” published in The Kimberley Echo of 30 January 2020 that 
details that a boy in care participated in causing thousands of dollars of damage to the Kununurra community club 
and returned hours later to violently threaten and rob a security guard. 
(1) Is the minister aware of the case? 
(2) What type of care was the boy in at the time of the incident? 
(3) What needs assessment tool level was the boy? 
(4) Have the boy’s needs and NAT level since been reassessed? 
(5) If no to (4), why not? 
Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1) Yes. 
(2)–(5) It is not appropriate to disclose confidential personal information about a child in care or to make statements 

that identify or are likely to identify an individual child publicly. To do so would be contrary to the intent 
of the Children and Community Services Act 2004. However, the Department of Communities is aware 
of the news report on the allegations and is working closely with WA Police Force in Kununurra to ensure 
that children are safe and protected. 
In relation to the member’s questions about the needs assessment tool used by Communities, I can advise 
that this is a case management tool to assist child protection workers and childcare teams to consistently 
identify and assess the complex and changing needs of children in the CEO’s care across the dimensions 
of care. The NAT must be completed when a child enters the CEO’s care and must be reviewed on an annual 
basis or when there are significant changes in a child’s needs. 
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